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Election policy
tremours threaten
Tasmanian jobs

Tasmanians on
alert as Howard
triggers policy
change debate

An unexpected statement by the
Prime Minister has re-ignited

concern of election-driven policy
changes for Tasmanian forestry.

Prime Minister John Howard has
hinted he is considering a new
policy on Tasmaniais forests,
which would aim to appease
community opposition to old-
growth forest harvesting.

The reaction from Tasmanian
stakeholders has been swift and
deynite: no job losses will be
tolerated.

Mr Howard said while on the
campaign trail in northern NSW
that he was working on a policy
that would balance the concerns
of both environmentalists and
timber workers.

Tasmanian community and
industry leaders have made it
clear that there is no possibility
of avoiding large job losses if the
government moves against old-
growth forestry.

NAFI Executive Director Kate
Carnell said that it was impossible
to end old-growth logging without
devastating the industry.

fiold-growth timbers are a major
part of the industry and they are
the source of our highest-quality
wood for furniture and poors.

fiThe moderate environment
groups, such as WWF Australia,
accept that campaigns against

all old-growth forestry are
misdirected,0 she said.

The Prime Minister, however, while
not releasing the details of his
policy, was positioning himself to
respond to negative community
impressions of old-growth
harvesting.

iil think everybody would like to
see old-growth logging stopped,
but that should not occur at the
expense of the jobs of timber
workers,0 he said.

fil do not support throwing
regional communities on the
scrap heap in order to achieve a
particular environmental object.o

fiwhat live been doing is
working on a plan which is
reasonably well developed to

try and accommodate all of
these interests and lill be having
something further to say about
that later on in the campaign,0 he
said.

The Howard Government had
previously indicated it would

not break the Regional Forests
Agreement (RFA) it signed with
the Tasmanian Government in
1997. The Agreement set the
boundaries of the areas that could
be harvested, and guaranteed
300,000 cubic metres of high
quality wood each year.

Opposition Leader Mark Latham
has repeatedly told Tasmanian
communities that he would not
allow a Labor forest policy to
sacriyce any jobs.

He has also said that phasing out
clear-felling harvesting method
for old-growth forests in Tasmania
by 2010 was fia good goalo, but
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supported the continuing supply of old-growth
timbers harvested by other methods.

The Greens leapt on the Prime Ministeris
statement with obvious delight.

Greens leader Bob Brown said news of the
Governmentts forests plan was fia welcome
breakthrougho. Tasmanian party leader Peg Putt
said it was a fisigniycant announcemento.

il do not support throwing

regional communities on the scrap
heap in order to achieve a particular
environmental object.o

- Prime Minister John Howard

The Wilderness Societyis chief activist Geoff

Law also said Howard has made an fimportant
break througho. The Societyis national forests
campaigner, Virginia Young, said she was pleased
by Mr Howardis comments.

Bryan Green, Resources Minister in Tasmaniabs
Labor Government, called on Mr Howard to
maintain support for the RFA, which the Prime
Minister personally signed in 1997.

fiModerate environment groups
such as WWF Australia accept that
campaigns against old-growth
forestry are misdirected.o

- Kate Carnell

Minister Green said a ynal report investigating
the impacts of a move to end clear-felling of old
growth forests was due by the end of the year.

fiA key part of the terms of reference was that any
alternatives to clear-felling should not lead to job
losses,0 Mr Green said.

The Tasmanian Opposition Leader, Rene Hidding,
said Howard will do a figood jobo on the issue.

In other reactions, the Forest Industry Association
of Tasmania expressed its anger at the major
partiesi hints on a policy reversal.

FIAT Chief Executive Terry Edwards said firecent
statements by the Labor and Liberal parties
threaten to cause the loss of up to 4,000 jobs in
Tasmaniabs forest industry.o

Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union
federal assistant secretary Michael OiConnor
unambiguously reminded the leaders of their past
promises. He said he was still conydent timber
workers enjoyed bipartisan support.

fillm conydent neither Mr Howard or Mr Latham
would be interested in any sleazy Greens deal to
sell off our jobs, the jobs of our members, and
condemn their families to poverty for a handful of
Greens preferences,0 he said.

He said it was not possible to protect jobs and

end old growth logging.

fiwhatever plans they have would have to include
a continuation of harvesting of old growth forests
for the foreseeable future,0 he said.

fiotherwise, if they have an alternative plan, then
theyive lied.0

At the local level, forestry communities rejected
compensation as an alternative to sustained
employment.

nlf they have an alternative
plan, then theybve lied.o

- CFMEU spokesman Michael OiConnor

Timber Communities Australia (TCA) said
compensation and retraining would bring no
positive outcomes for timber communities.

TCA Northern Tasmania co-ordinator Adrian
Coward said it was worrying Mr Latham had not
repeated an earlier pledge that not one job would
be lost.

filths not as deynite as what we received in eye-
to-eye contact in Canberra when we met with
the federal leader a couple of months ago,0 Mr
Coward said.

fion a positive, he is still placing importance on
jobs, but we would expect he still stands by that
commitment he made to Timber Communities
Australia to not put one job at risk.0

Braddon Labor MHR Sid Sidebottom said he was
not concerned that Mr Latham had not used the
finot one job lostd terminology he had on previous
occasions.

He said Labor had always been concerned
about forestry workersi jobs and Mr Latham had
previously made commitments.

Election policy tactics
Adivisiveo - editorials

Newspaper editorials in northern Tasmania
described the move to re-open forest policy
in Tasmania, triggered by Prime Minister John

Howard, as fidivisive0 and fivague pirtations with
the green voteo.

fifrime Minister John Howardis apparent intention
of trying to end all logging of old-growth forests in
Tasmania will be of major concern to the Stateis
timber communities and the State Government,0
said the Launceston Examiner.

fiClearly, both major parties are assessing whether
it is to their advantage in the October poll to hold
or increase their support in Tasmania or sacriyce
that support to win marginal urban mainland
seats.0

fion the basis of the Prime Ministeris reported
comments, it would appear the Coalition is
prepared to risk its chances of winning any
Tasmanian seat.0
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