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BIPARTISAN SUPPORT — FORESTRY CRITICAL TO COMBAT CL IMATE CHANGE

The National Association of Forest Industries (NARds welcomed recognition of the climate changeefits
of forestry by the Coalition in its new climate olg initiative. “This confirms bipartisan recogoitiof the
critical importance of forestry in combating théeets of climate change,” said NAFI CEO Allan Hardsa

“Already, forestry is Australia’s only carbon pagé industry, meaning it sequesters more carbanittleanits.
The announcement by Leader of the Opposition, Miadarnbull, of the Coalition’s plan to reduce
Australia’s carbon emissions highlights these wielgching environmental benefits of Australia’s airtble,
renewable forest industry.

“The Coalition’s plan outlines a number of areasrehforestry will be key to meeting the nation’sbom
reduction targets including biosequestration thioplgntation expansion and biochar produced froradvo
waste, however there’s more that forestry can dedoace Australia’s greenhouse emissions with the
appropriate regulatory framework.

“Plantations - Based on Australia’s national carbon accountstralia’s ‘Kyoto’ plantations currently deliver
around 20 million tonnes of CO2 abatement each. ¥&igen the appropriate regulatory framework the
contribution could increase to around 50 millionries of CO2 abatement per annum by 2020 as theeruwnhb
plantations increases.

“Biochar— The forest industry will provide the feedstook biochar which is produced from existing forestry
waste. Biochar could produce significant amountgreén energy while also improving agricultural.soi

“However, this could be greatly increased if theerg Mandatory Renewable Energy Regulations lagsla
was extended to recognise use of all wood wasitecsm be used to produce biochar and renewablggne
There is enough wood waste available from exidiomgst industry activities in Australia (withoutrvasting a
single extra tree) to produce around 3 million nvegfa hours of electricity per annum — enough to @ow
400,000 homes, and provide a permanent reductidmstralia’s greenhouse gas emissions of 3 millemes
of CO2 per year.

“Forestry is the key to meeting Australia’s climateange obligations while generating jobs and itmaest.
This is vital at a time when many other industées downsizing, leaving thousands of Australiartsobwork.

“Australia’s sustainable forest industry, made @iplantations and sustainably managed native feresn
provide significant economic, environmental andaldoenefits. With the appropriate government suppo
forestry has the potential to provide 16,000 negj19 billion in new investment and annual carbon
sequestration of around 81 million tonnes, by 20268st of this new investment and employment wiliitbe
regional areas, providing a much-needed to boasbriamunities struggling to cope with the effectslafught
and a reduction in agricultural production.

“We are pleased that the Government and the Caral#tgree that forestry is a significant part ofsbkition to
climate change - and can deliver much needed edersiability and jobs growth to rural and regional
Australia in these troubled economic tomes . NAHI ve working with the Government and Coalition to
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ensure the maximum environmental and economic bieméfAustralia’s sustainable forest industry eealised
for the benefit of all Australians,” Mr Hansard dai
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